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	Happy Easter to all from St. Columba’s NS

		

	Dear Parents and Guardians,
As we wrap up a busy and exciting Term 2, I want to take a moment to wish you and your families a very Happy Easter. I hope you’ve had a chance to enjoy the break, spend time with loved ones, and recharge for the term ahead.
I would also like to congratulate all our students on a fantastic term. It has been a pleasure to see their growth, hard work, and enthusiasm across so many areas of school life. From the classroom to the playground, there have been countless moments of learning, kindness, and fun, and we are very proud of all they have achieved.
As we look ahead to Term 3, I’m excited for the learning and activities to come. We have some great events planned and many opportunities for students to continue developing their skills, confidence, and creativity.
Thank you for your ongoing support. Working together makes all the difference, and I look forward to continuing this journey with you in the term ahead.
Warm regards,
Mr. Collins

	
	Highlights:

· Literacy Week
· Seachtain na Gaeilge
· Engineering Week
· St. Patrick’s Day Parade
· Easter Service 
· Easter Egg Hunt & Raffle
· Run St. Columba’s Run 










	Literacy Week


	We had a fantastic Literacy Week filled with fun, creativity, and a love for reading! Our celebrations kicked off with World Book Day, where students (and teachers!) came to school dressed as their favourite book characters. The effort and imagination that went into the costumes were incredible and really brought the magic of stories to life.
Throughout the week, classes visited Charleville Mall Library, where children explored new books, learned about how libraries work, and developed their curiosity and independence as readers.
We also held a number of competitions, including creative writing, paired reading between classes, bookmark design, and book cover redesigns. The enthusiasm and talent on display were inspiring, and it was great to see students engaging with literacy in such a creative way.
A special thank you goes to the parents and guardians who joined us for parent visits—reading to classes, sharing favourite stories, and helping foster a culture of reading in our school community.
Literacy Week was a wonderful celebration of the joy of reading and the power of storytelling. Thank you to Ms. Walkin who organised the week’s events and everyone who helped make it such a memorable occasion!


	Seachtain na Gaeilge
We had a fantastic time celebrating Seachtain na Gaeilge with a wide range of activities that encouraged everyone to embrace the Irish language and culture.
Each day, we recognised a Gaeilgeoir an Lae in every class—celebrating those who made a special effort to use their cúpla focal throughout the day. It was lovely to see so many students speaking Irish with confidence and pride. Our week also included a vibrant Ceolchoirm, where pupils showcased their talents through music, song, dance and poetry—all as Gaeilge! 
Pupils took part in a Seanfhocail Poster Competition, choosing their favourite Irish proverb and illustrating it with creativity and care. The results showed a great understanding of the wisdom behind these old sayings. One of the highlights of the week was our lively Céilí, where students (and teachers!) joined in to learn traditional Irish dances. 
Go raibh míle maith agaibh to Ms. Young who organised the activities, staff, students and families who helped make Seachtain na Gaeilge such a memorable and meaningful celebration of our language and culture!

Engineering Week
We had an exciting and hands-on Engineering Week, full of creativity, problem-solving, and STEM exploration across all class levels!
Mr. Caraher’s class kicked things off by building the tallest towers they could using paper cups, straws, and blocks. They explored what makes a strong structure and had great discussions about balance, shape, and support. Ms. Walkin’s class became bridge engineers, using a variety of materials—including cardboard, paper, and lollipop sticks—to design and test paper bridges. They investigated how much weight their bridges could hold and learned about stability and material strength.
Ms. Young’s class explored forces and motion by creating their own catapults using lollipop sticks and elastic bands. There were some fantastic designs, and plenty of flying pom-poms as they tested and refined their inventions! Mr. Collins’ class took to the skies with a challenge to design parachutes for small objects like toys or marbles. They experimented with different materials and discussed how surface area, shape, and resistance affected the speed of descent.
Engineering Week was a brilliant opportunity for students to think like engineers—planning, testing, and improving their designs. The creativity, teamwork, and enthusiasm across the school were amazing to see!
St. Patrick’s Day Walk

To celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, the whole school took part in a festive walk to Fairview Park. The children were full of excitement, proudly dressed in green, with some even sporting shamrock accessories and green face paint! The atmosphere was full of cheer and community spirit as we marked this special day together. It was a lovely opportunity to celebrate our national holiday in a fun and active way—great memories were made by all!

Easter Service
On Wednesday 9th of April we held our Easter Service in St. Columba’s Church. It was lovely to see such a great turn our from everyone. A big thanks must go to the wonderful 1st and 2nd class led by Ms. Walkin. The readings, prayers and artwork were superb. Well done to all classes who sang their hearts out and it was a lovely way to mark the end of term two.

Easter Egg Hunt & Raffle
Our Easter celebrations were a big hit this year! The school yard was scattered with chocolate eggs, and each class took turns hunting down as many as they could find. There was plenty of excitement, laughter, and maybe even a bit of friendly competition! What a wonderful event—though we’re still wondering if there are any eggs left hiding out there...
We also held our annual Easter Raffle, a key part of our fundraising efforts. A huge thank you to everyone who bought a ticket and supported the event. There were three fantastic prizes up for grabs in each class, as well as a whole-school draw for a giant Easter hamper packed with chocolatey treats. Congratulations to Tilly, the lucky winner of the big prize!
Run St. Columba’s Run

Run St. Columba’s is a fantastic opportunity for our school community to come together, get active, and raise funds to help improve our school yard. Organised by Ms. Young, this fun-filled afternoon promises to be full of energy, spirit, and school pride! The event will take place on May 10th at Clanna Gael GAA Club, and we hope to see as many pupils as possible there, proudly representing St. Columba’s. Let’s make it a great day for a great cause!

Photos
Photos from all of our recent events—including Literacy Week, Seachtain na Gaeilge, Engineering Week, the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, and our Easter celebrations—will be uploaded to the school website next week. Be sure to check them out and relive some of the wonderful moments we’ve shared together this term.
I’d like to take this opportunity to wish all of our pupils, families, and wonderful staff a safe, restful, and happy Easter break. Thank you for your continued support and enthusiasm throughout a very busy and exciting term.
I look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Monday, 28th of April.
Take care,
Mr. Collins
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